CHAPTER V

" The Lords of the Congregation " - marriage of Mary Queen of
Scots - reformed preachers summoned to Edinburgh -
rioting in the capital - the Beggars' Summons - penalties
against the Protestants - Knox and Cecil - rebellion of the
Congregation - the outbreak at Perth.
KNOX needed activity, and he missed the worship-
ping audience at Geneva which he had disciplined
with so stern a hand. Three months after Mary
Tudor's death, he decided to leave Switzerland,
and he began the journey to Dieppe. He had
kept up communication with Scotland (and had
issued two more of Ms fierce letters, to the Scots
lords and commons respectively), and encourag-
ing news had come to him. In December 1557,
Protestant lords had entered into a covenant (or
band) vowing to surrender life and property if
necessary in order to " establish the most blessed
Word of God and his congregation/5 and re-
nouncing " the whole congregation of Satan."
The lords who signed this covenant became
known as the cc Lords of the Congregation/3 and
numbered among them some of the most promin-
ent nobles in Scotland.
This definite undertaking to which such power-
ful lords were committed represented a great step
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